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NATIVE AND DROUGHT TOLERANT PLANTS ARE IMPORTANT FOR THIS REGION, not just
because they are water efficient, but because they are the cornerstone of biological diversity and
the foundations of the native ecosystems in our California environment. With our current climate
conditions of increasing warmth and less moisture, more and more Californians are becoming
interested in replacing high-maintenance, lawns that require a lot of water and fertilizers, with
water-conserving plants. Below are a few tips to get you started... HAPPY GARDENING!

GETTING STARTED

Mulching conserves water and reduces weed growth.

When planning your drought-tolerant garden, consider each plant's requirements. Situate plants with the
same water and light requirements together. This cuts down on future growth and health problems. Even
drought-tolerant plants require regular water applications when first planted. Irrigate regularly for the first four
to 12 weeks. This allows the root systems to establish themselves in the new site. Place the new plant into
the ground at the same level it was growing inside its nursery pot. Planting too deeply causes undue stress on
the plant. Apply a layer of mulch around the plants to conserve water. Use a 4- to 6-inch layer of a substance
such as pine needles, pine bark or cypress mulch.

GROUND COVERS

Portulaca thrives in dry, sandy conditions.

Drought-tolerant ground covers fill in bare areas of the garden and add greenery or flowers to low
areas. Consider each plant’s growth habit and space multiple plants accordingly. Portulaca (Portulaca
grandiflora) is a low-growing, flowering succulent that prefers sunny and dry environments. It grows
well in poor conditions. Various cultivars bloom in double or single flowers summer throughout autumn. It
averages 8 inches tall, with a |2-inch spread. It is salt-tolerant and grows in sunny to shady conditions.

ORNAMENTAL GRASS

Pampas grass is suitable used as a specimen in dry landscapes.

- Ornamental grass is usually quite hardy, maintenance-free and drought-tolerant once established. Use
- the grass as garden fillers. Some types are suitable as specimens, producing flowering plumes. Pampas grass
(Cortaderia selloana) forms into large, |2 feet tall and wide clumps. Dwarf cultivars average 4 feet in height.
. Foliage is green, with an arching habit. It produces long, upright plumes of cream-colored flowers. This
adaptable grass performs well in full sun and in well-drained soils. Hairgrass (Muhlenbergia capillaries)
is a native that grows up to 3 feet tall and wide. Foliage is thin and hairlike, with pink flower plumes
blooming in autumn. The hardy grass grows best in full sun, with well-drained soil.
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ouDLY SUPPORTS oo Blanket flower grows as a native perennial in frost-free regions.
1 Native plants are usually hardier than non-native ornamentals, as the plants are accustomed to growing in a
% ‘US‘ v& ~ )4;: particular environment. The natives thrive on less water and require less maintenance. Blanket flower
I (Gaillardia pulchella) grows as a flowering annual or perennial, depending on its location. It forms into 2
F % * W " ifeet tall and wide clumps. During warm weather, the plant produces orange, red and yellow flowers. It
LIKE Us ON g ‘salt -tolerant and prefers full sun and well-drained soils. Butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberose) grows as
a facebook "\a flowering annual or perennial and is a preferred plant of the monarch butterfly. Plants grow up to 3

; feet tall and 2 feet wide. Flowers are orange to yellow. It grows well in full sun and in well
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