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Connecting its cities via  environmentally effective rapid transit 

ECO-RAPID TRANSIT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

***** SPECIAL MEETING ***** 

March 23, 2023, THURSDAY 
6:30 PM Pacific Daylight Time 

TELECONFERENCE MEETING VIA ZOOM (NEW LINK) 
Meeting ID: 813 5448 0188 

Passcode: 553831 
One tap mobile: +16694449171,,81354480188#,,,,*553831# US 

A G E N D A  

Agenda reports and other written documents are available on the eco-rapid transit website 
at www.eco-rapid.org. 

On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a state of emergency to exist in 
California as a result of the threat of COVID-19. The Governor has issued Executive 
Orders that temporarily suspend requirements of the brown act, including allowing public 
agencies to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to make public meetings 
accessible telephonically or otherwise electronically to all members of the public. 

Public comments on items on the agenda will be taken at the time the item is called and are 
limited to 3 minutes per speaker. 

PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 
1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Public Comments

CONSENT CALENDAR 

5. The items listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be
enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless
a Board member or the General Public so requests, in which event the item will be
removed from the Consent Calendar and considered separately:

A. Approval of Minutes of February 8, 2023
B. Teleconferencing Legislation: AB 361 and Resolution 2023-04 of the Eco-

Rapid Transit Authority Board of Directors Authorizing Remote
Teleconferencing Meetings of the Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors

http://www.eco-rapid.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81354480188?pwd=YTUrdEJ0OENWbnBwd0lnWVFZTjVRQT09
http://www.eco-rapid.org/
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Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) for the Continuance of Virtual 
Meetings and Teleconference as the County of Los Angeles is Under Certain 
Emergency Orders and Still Promotes Social Distancing and the Use of Face 
Mask 

 
ACTION ITEMS 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report for February 2023, Warrant Register dated February 8, 2023, 
and Payment Deferment  
Recommended Action: Approve Treasurer’s Report and Warrant Register, defer all 
other payments pending available funding. 
 

7. Report on the Konica Copier Issue  
Recommended Action: Review findings and direct staff to take appropriate action 

8. New Logo Ideas 
Recommended Action: Review draft logos and select a preferred design 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

9. Executive Director Verbal Report 
10. Chair’s Comments 
11. Announcements/Board of Directors Comments 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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DRAFT 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
ECO-RAPID TRANSIT/ORANGELINE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Wednesday February 08, 2023 
Teleconference Meeting via Zoom or by Phone 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Chair Gonzalez called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM Pacific Standard Time. A quorum (6 
voting members out of 11 filled seats) was reached; thus, action items were taken by the Board.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Executive Director Shen led the Pledge of Allegiance and the flag salute. 

ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF ATTENDEES 

Voting Board of Directors were present (alphabetical order by agency and position on the 
Board): 

1. City of Cerritos – Hon. Bruce Barrows, Director
2. City of Cudahy – Hon. Jose R. Gonzalez, Vice Chair
3. City of Downey – Hon. Hector Sosa, Director
4. City of Huntington Park – Hon. Karina Macias, Director
5. City of Maywood - Ms. Angelina Martinez, Director
6. City of Paramount – Hon. Isabel Aguayo, Treasurer
7. City of South Gate – Hon. Maria Davila, Director
8. Airport Authority – Hon. Frank Quintero, Director

Eco-Rapid Transit Staff: 
9. Eric Shen, Executive Director
10. Thais Alves, Deputy General Counsel
11. Kathryn Morrison, Administrative Services Manager
12. Bruno Naulls, Program Manager
13. Maria Barquera, Scribe & Intern
14. Tianyi Wei, Intern

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No written public comments were received prior to the meeting. No additional public comments 
were received during the meeting. 

ITEM 5 – CONSENT CALENDAR 

No written public comments were received prior to the meeting. No additional public comments 
were received during the meeting. 

ITEM 5A
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a) Approval of Minutes of January 23, 2023 
b) Teleconferencing Legislation: AB 361 and Resolution 2023-03 of the EcoRapid Transit 

Authority Board of Directors Authorizing Remote Teleconferencing Meetings of the 
Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) 
for the Continuance of Virtual Meetings and Teleconference as the County of Los 
Angeles is Under Certain Emergency Orders and Still Promotes Social Distancing and 
the Use of Face Mask 

 
MOTION: Board Director Macias (Huntington Park) moved to approve the Consent Calendar. 
Director Davila (South Gate) seconded the motion. The item was approved unanimously by roll 
call vote. 
 
ITEM 6 – TREASURER’S REPORT DATED FEBRUARY 8, 2023 AND PAYMENT 
DEFERMENT 
Recommended Action: Approve Treasurer’s Report, authorize to pay insurance premium 
payment; defer all other payments pending available funding 
 
No written public comments were received prior to the meeting. No additional public comments 
were received during the meeting. 
 
Executive Director Shen proceeded with a report and recommendation. Staff recommend to the 
Board to approve Treasurer’s Report dated February 8, 2023, authorize to pay the liability 
insurance premium payment and defer all other payments pending available funding. Current 
professional liability coverage to expire March 22, 2023. Last installment must be paid on-time. 
Incurred expenses during January 2023 exceeded available bank balance. A combined Warrant 
Register for January and February 2023 will be presented to the Board on the March 8, 2023 
meeting and invoices will be paid when sufficient funds become available.  
 
Director Barrows (Cerritos) inquired on late fees incurred on the copy machine as discussed on 
the January 23, 2023 meeting. Executive Director Shen stated that a formal response and staff 
recommendation for the Board will be presented at the March 8, 2023 meeting.  
 
MOTION: Board Director Macias (Huntington Park) moved to approve the Item. Director 
Davila (South Gate) seconded the motion. The item was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
ITEM 7 – MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN ECO-RAPID TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY AND THE CITY OF SOUTH GATE REGARDING FINANCIAL 
SERVICES AND THREE-PARTY AGREEMENT FOR THE FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Recommended Action: Approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the City of South 
Gate on the transfer of financial services. Authorize Executive Director to execute a three-
party agreement with the City and Ms. Toni Penn for perform the Eco-Rapid Transit’s 
financial and accounting services under the supervision of the City’s finance staff. 
 
No written public comments were received prior to the meeting. No additional public comments 
were received during the meeting. 
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Executive Director Shen proceeded with a report and recommendation. Staff recommended to 
Board to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the City of South Gate on the transfer 
of financial services and to authorize Executive Director Shen to execute a three-party agreement 
with the City and Ms. Toni Penn. Further information in the staff report.  
 
Vice Chair Gonzalez opened the meeting to comments and questions. No comments were made 
by the Board.  
 
MOTION: Board Director Davila (South Gate) moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding. Director Aguayo (Paramount) seconded the motion. The item was approved 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
   
ITEM 8 – AD HOC BUDGET SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT ON STRATEGIES TO 
ADDRESS FY2022/23 FINANCE ISSUES 
Recommended Action: Approve the Ad-Hoc Sub-Committee’s recommendation and direct 
staff to take appropriate actions 
 
No written public comments were received prior to the meeting. No additional public comments 
were received during the meeting. 
 
Executive Director Shen provided a report and recommendation. He reported that Director 
Macias (Huntington Park) has agreed to lead the discussion on proposed actions. The ad hoc 
subcommittee formed by the Board on the January 23, 2023 meeting directed staff to explore 
cost-saving options including working with member cities to provide pro bono legal and/or 
accounting services. An outline of issues to be addressed by the Board included handling on-
going expenses and discussing the possibility of member cities to provide pro bono services. 
Possible options included a onetime special assessment fee, borrowing from member cities with 
financial capacity, or borrowing from a commercial bank.  
 
Director Macias (Huntington Park) highlighted the importance of making an immediate decision 
on the Item. She recommended the action of terminating stipends for Board members and a 
onetime assessment from member cities. 
 
Director Quintero (Airport Authority) reminded the Board that a special assessment would be 
difficult for the City of Glendale and the Airport Authority. An early payment of membership 
fees and termination of Board stipends was recommended by him.  
 
Director Barrows (Cerritos) inquired on if checks have bounced. This was confirmed by 
Executive Director Shen. He also noted that an early payment from member cities may result in 
another future deferment. Executive Director Shen further recommended a one-time assessment 
to cover current insufficient funds.  
 
Vice Chair Gonzalez (Cudahy) brought forth the idea of inviting developers to be part of Eco-
Rapid Transit to increase revenue. He inquired Executive Director Shen on the feasibility of 
various options provided. Executive Director Shen will discuss with General Counsel and 
respond to the Board in the near future. Executive Director Shen informed the Board that the 
projected expenditures for January 2023 to June 2023 amounts to $192,000. Early collection of 
membership dues to be insufficient to cover incurred deficits from past management. He further 
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provided that the General Council’s office has been heavily subsidizing fees. He recommended 
to the Board the reconsideration of the amount of membership dues.  
 
Vice Chair Gonzalez (Cudahy) recommended an early collection of membership dues that 
includes the price of inflation while a future onetime assessment is considered. Director Quintero 
(Airport Authority) agreed with Vice Chair Gonzalez’s recommendation.  
 
Director Macias (Huntington Park) acknowledged the potential financial burden of a one-time 
assessment and suggested the recommendations made by Vice Chair Gonzales.  
 
Director Davila (South Gate) recommended invoices to be sent to member cities, the termination 
of Board stipends, and the future option of a onetime assessment. She also recommended 
reaching out to assembly members for further help.  
 
Executive Director Shen inquired Deputy General Counsel Alves on the allowance of associate 
and nonvoting membership to the Joint Powers Authority. This issue will be further researched 
by General Counsel’s office. 
 
Vice Chair Gonzalez (Cudahy) inquired on a voluntary one-time assessment. Executive Director 
Shen provided that staff and the budget subcommittee will further discuss the equitability of a 
voluntary onetime assessment.  
 
Executive Director Shen provided a summary of discussed topics for motion. First for the Board 
to direct staff to issue invoices for membership dues based on FY2022-23, including proper CPI 
inflationary charges. Second for the Board to agree the suspension of stipends beginning 
February 8, 2023 to July 1, 2024. Any Board members who are holding stipend check(s) are 
reminded to cash it/them for accounting clarity. Third to direct staff and budget subcommittee to 
continue discussion on a one-time special assessment and membership due recalculation. Fourth 
to direct staff to continue work with budget subcommittee, including discussion on cost-
reduction options (i.e., pro bono legal and accounting services).  
 
MOTION: Board Director Davila (South Gate) moved to approve the motion. Director Quintero 
(Airport Authority) seconded the motion. The item was approved unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
ITEM 9 – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S VERBAL REPORT 
 
Executive Director Shen provided that staff worked to update contact information of Board 
Members, City Managers, and agency partners to ensure that agenda packages and 
communication items are properly received.  
 
He also reassured the Board of Eco-Rapid Transit’s commitment to developing an efficient, safe, 
and sustainable public transit system. He also invited two ERT interns to introduce themselves. 
 
Ms. Maria Barquera, urban planning and real estate student at USC, introduced herself to the 
Board. She assists ERT with the transcribing of Board meeting minutes. Tianyi Wei, a senior 
studying civil engineering with a focus on transportation engineering at UC Berkeley, introduced 
herself to the Board. She is a remote intern assisting on the migration of ERT’s website.  
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Vice Chair Gonzalez (Cudahy) opened the meeting to comments from the Board.  
 
Director Davila (South Gate), Director Quintero (Airport Authority), and Vice Chair Gonzalez 
(Cudahy) offered their welcomes to Ms. Barquera and Ms. Wei.  
 
Executive Director Shen informed the Board of ERT’s efforts to modernize the webpage and 
displayed initial versions of the page. This will aid in displaying ERT’s missions for the future.  
  
ITEM 10 – CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
Vice Chair Gonzalez (Cudahy) expressed his certainty that Chair Taj (Artesia) will be satisfied 
by the efforts taken by the Board.  
 
ITEM 11 – ANNOUNCEMENTS/BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMENTS 
 
Director Davila (Huntington Park) thanked Executive Director Shen and staff for their work. She 
inquired if the updated website will be bilingual in Spanish. Executive Director Shen concurred 
that the new webpages will be designed to accommodate non-English speakers and those with 
disabilities.  
 
Vice Chair Gonzalez (Cudahy) reminded the Board of the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 
March 8, 2023 in the Gateway Cities Council of Government building in Paramount at 6:30 PM 
Pacific Standard Time (with Zoom access). 
 
ITEM 12 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Board Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm Pacific Standard Time. 
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Attest: 
 

____________________________ 
Secretary 
 
 

Approved: 
 

____________________________ 
Chair 
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AGENDA REPORT 

 
TO:  Members of Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Eric C. Shen, Executive Director  
   
DATE:  March 23, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: ITEM 5B: Teleconferencing Legislation: AB 361 and Approval of 

Resolution 2023-04 of the Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors 
Authorizing Remote Teleconferencing Meetings of the Eco-Rapid 
Transit Board of Directors Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54953(e) for the Continuance of Virtual Meetings and Teleconference 
as the County of Los Angeles is Under Certain Emergency Orders and 
Still Promotes Social Distancing and the Use of Face Mask 

 
Public comments on items on the agenda will be taken at the time the item is called and are 
limited to 3 minutes per speaker 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommend the Board to approve Resolution 2023-04 authorizing to continue remote 
teleconference meetings pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) 

 
ISSUE 
 
Pursuant to Assembly Bill No. 361, to continue to hold virtual meetings and teleconference, 
Eco-Rapid Transit (“Authority”) must adopt a resolution making findings within 30 days 
of its first teleconference meeting under AB 361. Then, Eco-Rapid Transit must re-adopt 
those findings every 30 days if it wants to continue holding meetings by teleconference.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Assembly Bill No. 361 (Rivas), signed by Governor Gavin Newsom on September 16, 
2021, which establishes exceptions to teleconference requirements in the Brown Act during 
states of emergency is in effect and requires certain actions monthly by the Board to ensure 
its ability to continue to hold virtual and teleconference meetings. 
 
According to the Bill, if the Governor has declared a state of emergency, public agencies 
are not subject   to the typical Brown Act teleconferencing requirements described above if 
one of the three standards is met: 
  

http://www.eco-rapid.org/
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1. Social distancing is imposed or recommended by state or local officials. 

 
2. The legislative body is holding a meeting to determine, by majority vote, whether 

in-person meetings present an imminent risk to those attending the public 
meeting; or 

 
3. The legislative body has already decided, by majority vote, that in-person 

meetings pose an imminent risk to those attending the public meeting, and 
meetings must continue. 

 
AB 361 requires the Authority to regularly review and find an ongoing need to hold public 
meetings by teleconference. Specifically, the Authority must make the following findings 
by majority vote within 30 days of teleconferencing for the first time under AB 361, then 
every 30 days thereafter: 
 

1. The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of 
emergency. 

 
2. One of the following circumstances exists: 

 
• The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of members 

to meet safely in person; or 
 
• State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to 

promote social distancing. 

On October 13, 2021, the Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors, at a regularly scheduled 
meeting, approved resolution 2021-02, which made the requisite findings to continue to 
hold virtual and teleconference meetings.  
 
Staff has prepared the attached resolution for consideration of the Board with required 
findings for the continuance of virtual meetings and teleconference as the County of Los 
Angeles is under certain emergency orders and continues to impose or recommend 
measures to promote social distancing and the use of face mask. 
 
 
Attachment: Resolution 2023-04 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2023-04 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ECO-RAPID TRANSIT BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE ECO-RAPID TRANSIT AUTHORIZING CONTINUED REMOTE 
TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS OF THE ECO-RAPID TRANSIT BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54953(e) 

 
WHEREAS, Government Code section 54953(e), as amended by Assembly Bill No. 361, allows 
legislative bodies to hold open meetings by teleconference without reference to otherwise 
applicable requirements in Government Code section 54953(b)(3), so long as the legislative body 
complies with certain requirements, there exists a declared state of emergency, and one of the 
following circumstances is met: 
 

1. State or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social 
distancing. 

2. The legislative body is holding the meeting for the purpose of determining, by majority 
vote, whether as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks 
to the health or safety of attendees. 

3. The legislative body has determined, by majority vote, pursuant to option 2 that, as a result 
of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety 
of attendees. 

WHEREAS, the BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ECO-RAPID TRANSIT (“ECO-RAPID 
TRANSIT BOARD”) previously adopted Resolution No. 2022-09 finding that the requisite 
conditions exist for the ECO-RAPID TRANSIT to conduct teleconferencing meetings under 
California Government Code section 54953(e); and  
 
WHEREAS, Government Code section 54953(e) requires the legislative body adopt certain 
findings by majority vote within 30 days of holding a meeting by teleconference under 
Government Code section 54953(e), and then adopt such findings every 30 days thereafter; and 
 
WHEREAS, ECO-RAPID TRANSIT BOARD desires to continue holding its public meetings by 
teleconference consistent with Government Code section 54953(e).  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE ECO-RAPID TRANSIT BOARD OF THE ECO-RAPID TRANSIT 
DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Recitals. The Recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated into this 
Resolution by this reference. 
 
Section 2. Conditions are Met. The ECO-RAPID TRANSIT BOARD hereby finds and declares 
the following, as required by Government Code section 54953(e)(3): 
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1. The ECO-RAPID TRANSIT BOARD has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of 
emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to his or her authority under Government 
Code section 8625; and 

2. The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of members of the ECO-
RAPID TRANSIT BOARD to meet safely in person; and 

3. State or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social 
distancing. 
 

4. The Eco-Rapid Transit Board hereby determines that, as a result of the emergency, meeting 
in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees and will conduct 
open and public meetings by teleconference in accordance with Government Code section 
54953(e) and other applicable provisions of the Brown Act. 
 

5. All meetings held pursuant to Government Code section 54053(e) shall comply with the 
requirements of that section and all other applicable provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act 
(Government Code section 54950 et seq.). 
 

6. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the BOARD OF DIRECTORS of the ECO-RAPID TRANSIT, this 
twenty-third day of March 2023. 
 
 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________    ______________________  

Ali Sajjad Taj    Alejandra Cortez 
Chair      Secretary  
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AGENDA REPORT 

 
TO:  Members of Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Eric C. Shen, Executive Director  
   
DATE:  March 23, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: ITEM 6: Treasurer’s Report for February 2023, Warrant Register 

dated February 8, 2023, and Payment Deferment  
 
Public comments on items on the agenda will be taken at the time the item is called and are 
limited to 3 minutes per speaker. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve Treasurer’s Report for the month of February 2023, Warrant Register dated 
February 8, 2023, and defer all payments. Authorize to pay any of the deferred payments 
when new funds are received. 
 
ISSUES 
 
Due to insufficient funds available to pay all expenses and invoices incurred in January 
and February 2023, staff is recommending the approval of Treasurer’s Report for the month 
of February 2023, (Attachment 6A), Warrant Registers dated February 8, 2023 
(Attachment 6B), and defer all payments until new funds are received. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
While the Board continues exploring options to resolve the current cash flow issues, the 
actual incurred expenses during January and February 2023 have exceeded the available 
bank balance ($-8,249.92 as of February 28, 2023).  
 
Requests for advancing membership payments were sent to all member cities on February 
14, 2023 (see Attachment 6C). When new funds are received, staff will begin issuing 
payments accordingly. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 6A: Treasurer’s Report for the month of February 2023 
Attachment 6B: Warrant Register dated February 8, 2023 
Attachment 6C: Tracking of Advance Payment of FY23/24 Membership Dues 
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Attachment 6A: 
Treasurer’s Report for the Month of February 2023 
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Bank of the West

*Cash, beginning balance (deficit) $527.39
$527.39

Receipts:

Total cash receipts $0.00

Expenditures:
Bank fee/Positive Pay Service/Other Charges -$10.00
Warrants, approved on 2/8/23 -$125.65
Voided Check No. 13215 (Alejandra Cortez) $100.00
Voided Check 13220 (Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley) $540.00
Voided Check 13257 (City of Cudahy) -$9,281.66
Total expenditures -$8,777.31

Cash, ending balance -$8,249.92

 

Isabel Aguayo, Treasurer

ORANGELINE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
ECO-RAPID TRANSIT

TREASURER'S REPORT
FOR THE MONTH FEBRUARY 2023                            
(PREPARED ON MARCH 8, 2023)
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Warrant Register dated February 8, 2023 
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NAME AMOUNT
SHEN AND ASSOCIATES, LLC (Admin General) $5,087.77
SHEN AND ASSOCIATES, LLC (Grant Funds) $125.00
38ALPHA, LLC $5,658.75
ALLYN D. RIFKIN (General Fund) $174.57
BRUNO NAULLS (General Fund) $617.50
BRUNO NAULLS (Grant Funds) $438.75
BRUNO NAULLS (Grant Funds) $292.50
PRO-TECH PROPERTY INSPECTIONS, INC. $4,767.11
MARIA BARQUERA (General Fund) $80.00
LA FORET ADVERTISING          $450.00
COLANTUONO, HIGHSMITH & WHATLEY $1,710.00
HR&A ADVISORS, INC. (Grant Funds) $7,300.00
THE SANTA MARIA GROUP, INC. $2,500.00
THE SANTA MARIA GROUP, INC. $2,500.00

VOIDED CHECKS
ALEJANDRA CORTEZ -$100.00
COLANTUONO, HIGHSMITH & WHATLEY -$540.00
HR&A ADVISORS, INC. -$9,150.00

REPLACEMENT CHECKS
HR&A ADVISORS, INC. $9,150.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $31,061.95

ORANGELINE DEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 
ECO-RAPID TRANSIT

WARRANT REGISTER 
 (FEBRUARY 8, 2023)
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Check # Invoice # Dated Name Distribution Net Amount
13262 2023-01 1/31/2023 SHEN AND ASSOCIATES, LLC (Admin General) Professional Services/General Fund $5,087.77
13263 2023-01 1/31/2023 SHEN AND ASSOCIATES, LLC (Grant Funds) Professional Services/Artesia TOD Governance $125.00
13264 2023-01 1/31/2023 38ALPHA, LLC Professional Services/General Fund $5,658.75
13265 2023-01 1/31/2023 ALLYN D. RIFKIN (General Fund) Professional Services/General Fund $174.57
13266 2023-01 1/31/2023 BRUNO NAULLS (General Fund) Professional Services/General Fund $617.50
13267 2023-01 1/31/2023 BRUNO NAULLS (Grant Funds) Professional Services/Cerritos TOD Governance $438.75
13268 2023-01 1/31/2023 BRUNO NAULLS (Grant Funds) Professional Services/Caltrans Community Corridor $292.50
13269 2023-01 1/31/2023 PRO-TECH PROPERTY INSPECTIONS, INC. Professional Services/General Fund $4,767.11
13270 2023-01 1/31/2023 MARIA BARQUERA (General Fund) Professional Services/General Fund $80.00
13271 9/3/1902 1/31/23 LA FORET ADVERTISING          Web Maintenance/Eco-Rapid Transit $450.00
13272 12/13/2022 54256 COLANTUONO, HIGHSMITH & WHATLEY Legal Services/General Fund $1,710.00
13273 12/21/2022 INV0732 HR&A ADVISORS, INC. (Grant Funds) Professional Services/Artesia TOD Governance $7,300.00
13274 11/15/2022 2448 THE SANTA MARIA GROUP, INC. Professional Services/General Fund $2,500.00
13275 12/15/2022 2449 THE SANTA MARIA GROUP, INC. Professional Services/General Fund $2,500.00

Sub Total Disbursements $31,701.95

Voided Checks
13215 12/14/22 ALEJANDRA CORTEZ -$100.00
13220 12/14/22 COLANTUONO, HIGHSMITH & WHATLEY -$540.00
13260 01/23/23 HR&A ADVISORS, INC. -$9,150.00

Replacement Checks
13276 13260 01/23/23 HR&A ADVISORS, INC. $9,150.00

Total Disbursements $31,061.95

Approved for payment by Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors:  ____________________________________________ $31,061.95

REPORT: 02/08/2023
 RUN: 02/08/2023
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Tracking of Advance Payment of FY23/24 Membership Dues 
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Total Invoiced 234,193.46$               
Total Received

Agency Invoice # Date Emailed  Amount Invoiced Date Received Amount Paid

Artesia 23/24-001 2/14/2023 9,188.53$  
Bell 23/24-002 2/14/2023 5,704.53$  
Bell Gardens 23/24-003 2/14/2023 3,859.37$  
Cerritos 23/24-004 2/14/2023 18,559.85$  
Cudahy 23/24-005 2/14/2023 9,884.97$  
Downey 23/24-006 2/15/2023 16,147.76$  
Glendale 23/24-007 2/14/2023 40,603.99$  
Huntington Park 23/24-008 2/14/2023 21,548.26$  
Maywood 23/24-009 2/14/2023 3,546.16$  
Paramount 23/24-010 2/14/2023 21,535.16$  
South Gate 23/24-011 2/14/2023 37,281.69$  
Hollywood Burbank Auth 23/24-012 2/14/2023 32,345.33$  
LA County BOS 22/23-013 2/14/2023 13,987.86$  

Eco-Rapid Transit
Advance Payment of FY23/24 Membership Dues

Tracking
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AGENDA REPORT 

 
TO:  Members of Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Eric C. Shen, Executive Director  
   
DATE:  March 23, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: ITEM 7: Konica Copier Issue 
 
Public comments on items on the agenda will be taken at the time the item is called and are 
limited to 3 minutes per speaker 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Review findings and direct staff to take appropriate action 
 
ISSUES 
 

• ERT has been paying the monthly Konica copier (“Konica”, “copier”) installment 
in lieu of paying direct, as needed printing costs (at PIP Printing or similar) since 
2013. 

• The lease agreement is not under ERT’s name, but rather is leased under Mr. 
Kodama’s private company “Michael R. Kodama Planning Consultants.”  

• ERT could not unilaterally change the lease agreement with Konica, including early 
termination, unless Mr. Kodama initiates the transfer process.  

• Under the advice of General Counsel, ERT has no legal obligations to continue 
paying for the remaining monthly payments through August 2023 nor to inherent 
the machine. 

• The Board may consider directing staff to continue paying for the monthly 
payments through the end of lease term plus any late penalties. However, the 
estimated $5,000 - $6,000 would be added to ERT’s current budget deficit and be 
paid through increasing next year’s membership dues. 

• Lastly, ERT staff has concluded that the copier leased by Mr. Kodama is not 
suitable or necessary to its operations. Future printing, internet access, and utility 
will be included in the facility rental charge for using the present office location 
with the Gateway Cities Council of Governments (GCCOG). 
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BACKGROUND 
 
In November/December 2022 management transition, new Executive Director responded 
to outgoing Administrative Services Manager, Ms. Cristina Quintero’s report and 
concurred to pay for the monthly copying service. The new management team was under 
the impression that the copier is an agency-owned asset and was ready to keep paying the 
monthly installments. However, after further discussions with Ms. Quintero, staff realized 
the copier lease would continue for eight months, until August 2023. Additionally, the 
copier is not kept in ERT’s Paramount office, but in former ERT Executive Director, 
Michael Kodama’s home. Accordingly, Ms. Quintero asked the copier be moved to ERT’s 
Paramount office and pay for the relocation in addition to the remaining monthly lease 
($409.23 for eight months, for a total of $3,273.84). The estimated closing cost to ERT is 
between $5,000.00. 
 
During the discovery, staff learned that the Konica lease is not under ERT’s name, but 
rather is leased under Mr. Kodama’s private company “Michael R. Kodama Planning 
Consultants.” For cost-saving consideration, staff had initially contemplated to exercise 
early termination option but was unable to get an estimate on the close-out cost from 
Konica since ERT is not even on the lease agreement. 
 
Mr. Kodama’s professional service contract expired on December 31, 2022 and Ms. 
Quintero’s professional service contract expired on January 13, 2023. ERT has terminated 
all services provided by Michael R. Kodama Planning Consultants as of January 13, 2023. 
 
On January 10, 2023, an official correspondence was sent to Ms. Quintero and Mr. Kodama 
notifying them that ERT refuses all transfers of the copier lease to its name; refuses all 
physical transfers of the copier to its office in the Gateway Cities Council of Governments; 
and refuses all payment beyond January 2023 for the copier.  
 
During ERT’s January 23, 2023 Special Board Meeting, Mr. Kodama submitted public 
comment regarding payment of the copier. General Counsel has reviewed Mr. Kodama’s 
public comment and re-affirms that ERT has no obligation to continue to make payments 
related to the copier. General Counsel further determined that Mr. Kodama chose to 
lease and use the copier - leased by his company, “Michael R. Kodama Planning 
Consultants” - while he was an ERT contractor. The Board approved individual 
monthly invoices for the copier for printing task. However, there is no formal action 
on records that the Board explicitly approved the lease and committed ERT to bear 
the full cost through the end of lease under Mr. Kodama’s company name. 
 
During ERT’s February 8, 2023 Board Meeting, Director Bruce Barrows (City of Cerritos) 
requested that this matter be place on ERT’s March 8, 2023 Board Meeting for staff to 
receive direction from the Board on how to proceed. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Should the Board uphold staff’s position as clearly stated in the January 10, 2023 letter to 
Ms. Quintero and Mr. Kodama, ERT will not make any more payments on the copier 
beyond January 13, 2023. Therefore, no fiscal impact to the current deficit. 
 
Alternatively, the Board may direct staff to pay off the copier until August 2023 plus the 
associated moving and late fee, to pay the contract termination fee, or to outright purchase 
the copy machine. If directed by the Board to make further payments for the copier, staff 
will add the total (approximately $5,000 to the current budget deficit and adjust the 
FY2023/24 membership fee calculation accordingly. Payments to Konica will be made 
when sufficient funds are available. 
 
ATTACHEMENTS 
 
Attachment A: Emails between Eric Shen and Cristina Quintero on 12/6/2022 
Attachment B: ED letter to M. Kodama and C. Quintero (dated 1/10/2023) 
Attachment C: M. Kodama public comment and follow-up email (dated 1/23/2023) 
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Attachment 1:  
Emails between Eric Shen and Cristina Quintero on 12/6/2022 
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From: Cristina Quintero
To: eshen@eco-rapid.org
Cc: "Toni Penn"; "Dennis Brooks"; "Michael R Kodama"
Subject: Questions regarding Invoice
Date: Tuesday, December 6, 2022 8:36:05 AM
Importance: High

Eric, received the initialed invoice.
 

1. Who is Victoria Victoria? Is the 11/1-11/30/2022 invoice the last one? If not, how many more
work are we expecting her to perform? Victoria is the person who started to help Admin on
July when we close the office. She helped packing and moving all Eco-Rapid Transit files and
boxes. Helps moving the boxes from my house to Paramount. Now she is supporting Admin
with unpacking and organizing all boxes you saw at Gateway Cities. Her last day will be

January 12th. Planning to finish filing and moving everything on January.
2. What is the Konica Minolta invoice is for? Do we have any copier or other agency asset under

lease? When does it end? Konica Minolta invoice is for a printer. We have this printer since
9/26/2012 and is been use to print and scan. We use it for printing our agendas and all docs
we required for filing and signatures.

Contract is under Michael Kodama’s name and is already been take care of pick up and
cancelation of contract this month. December will be the last invoice and have to be pay on
January 2023.

3. The monthly web maintenance by LA Foret – is it month-to-month? If we switch to another
ISP, will we be able to get a backup of our contents? LA Foret is helping us since 2015. The
page wasn’t update because budget issues. He was ready for the appointment with you on

Oct 27th but didn’t receive any answer. You can discuss with him all issues related to the
website, maintenance and backup. I cannot answer for him

4. What are the two ClassPlan loans we are paying? What are the terms? These 2 are the
Insurance of Eco-Rapid Transit. Directors insurance and general liability. Guy Zino, is helping
for many years also but again, is your call to switch with the people and company you want. I
worked with Guy yesterday putting together all information for the report. I was planning to
send it later, but you will receive the email and all information after this email.

5. Where is the Spectrum Internet Service connected to? Where/what is 3213 Mills Avenue,
Glendale, CA 91214? What are the terms and conditions in case we plan to switch ISP? Wifi
was required to be able to install and use the printer. We install Spectrum, and you can see is
only charging internet not other services. This start on July and will be closing the account on
January.

 
Absolutely everything is our name (printer and wifi) will be cancel before I leave and bills need to be
pay on January 2023.
 
You didn’t ask for Joel , he worded only 2 months, he helped us for 2 months with the minutes but
he decide not to continue.
 
Regarding all invoice, these are the last invoices I will prepared.
I need to focus preparing all backup documents for Toni, finish moving all boxes from my house to
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Gateway Cities, complete inventory of summit and events stuff, finishing moving all accounts,
transfer GoDaddy domains and accounts and continue preparing of electronic files in a hard drive for

back up for you and new admin. Too much to do from now to Jan 13th.
 
If you need anything else, please let me know.
 
 
Thanks,

Cristina Quintero
 

16401 Paramount Boulevard
Paramount CA 90723
Tel: (562) 663-6850 - Fax: (562) 634-8216

Orangeline Development Authority – ECO-RAPID TRANSIT
www.eco-rapid.org

 
 
 
 

From: Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP <eshen@eco-rapid.org> 
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2022 9:40 PM
To: 'Cristina Quintero' <mcq@mkplanners.com>
Cc: Toni Penn <tpenn@eco-rapid.org>; Dennis Brooks <dbrooks1135@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Eco-Rapid Transit General Invoice package 2022 1214
 
Hi Cristina – could you explain the following? Although I’ve initialed all of them, I’d like to have each
of these issues responded so Kathryn could prepare future invoices according.
 

Who is Victoria Victoria? Is the 11/1-11/30/2022 invoice the last one? If not, how many more
work are we expecting her to perform?
What is the Konica Minolta invoice is for? Do we have any copier or other agency asset under
lease? When does it end?
The monthly web maintenance by LA Foret – is it month-to-month? If we switch to another
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ISP, will we be able to get a backup of our contents?
What are the two ClassPlan loans we are paying? What are the terms?
Where is the Spectrum Internet Service connected to? Where/what is 3213 Mills Avenue,
Glendale, CA 91214? What are the terms and conditions in case we plan to switch ISP?

 
Thanks,
 
Eric
 
 
Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP, CPE
Executive Director
Eco-Rapid Transit
eshen@eco-rapid.org
(626) 698-9926 Mobile
 

From: Cristina Quintero <mcq@mkplanners.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 5, 2022 12:14 PM
To: Eric C. Shen <eshen@eco-rapid.org>
Subject: Eco-Rapid Transit General Invoice package 2022 1214
Importance: High
 
Eric, attached is the invoice package for your review. Please remember we need only initials on the
cover of each timesheet and all bills
 
If you have any questions, please let me know
 
 
 
Thanks,

Cristina Quintero
 

16401 Paramount Boulevard
Paramount CA 90723
Tel: (562) 663-6850 - Fax: (562) 634-8216
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Cristina Quintero

From: Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP <eshen@eco-rapid.org>
Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2022 3:39 PM
To: 'Cristina Quintero'; 'Kathryn Morrison'
Cc: 'Toni Penn'
Subject: RE: Konica Minolta report

Cristina – I am including Kathryn in the loop. 
 
The copy should be moved to our physical location in Paramount.  
 
The lease document should reflect the agency as the leasee. If a name must be associated with the lease document, 
please transfer it to my name. 
 
For the remaining 8 months of lease, do we have any page cap? Also what is the end of term conditions? What is the 
exact date of lease end in August 2023? 
 
Kathryn – please document these issues and resolve it as soon as you come onboard.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Eric 
 
 
 

Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP, CPE 
Executive Director 
Eco-Rapid Transit 
eshen@eco-rapid.org  
(626) 698-9926 Mobile 
 

From: Cristina Quintero <mcq@mkplanners.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 8, 2022 3:12 PM 
To: Eric C. Shen <eshen@eco‐rapid.org> 
Cc: 'Toni Penn' <tpenn@eco‐rapid.org>; 'Michael R Kodama' <mkodama@eco‐rapid.org> 
Subject: Konica Minolta report 
Importance: High 
 
Eric, today I reviewed contract and had a conversations with Konica Minolta, regarding the pickup machine. I received a 
call from the lease company recently, and machine cannot be returned until August 2023. 
 
The machine were lease for Eco‐Rapid Transit and its under Michael Kodama’s name.  
 
The machine has a complete program to report copies and codes for every single project Eco‐Rapid Transit have. At the 
end of the month that report tell us amount of copies in color and black for each project. Artesia don’t cover expenses 
as miles and/or printer but Caltrans use to  do it as WSAB, EJ, TLU, etc, all invoices we had in the past. 
Those copies are charge to each project at the end of the month, so doesn’t come from General funds only.  
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Please let us know where do you want the machine be moved and second remember the invoice have to continue be 
pay on time. I will include the link, login and password of Konica Minolta for printing invoices. The monthly charges 
include maintenance, an unlimited toner and replacements until August 2023.  
 
Konica Minolta required to moved the machine, anybody else can move it, their policy. I can request to be move on 
beginning of January, please let me know where. I have to inform the company 2 weeks in advance to move the 
machine.  
 
 
Thanks, 

Cristina Quintero 
 

 
 
16401 Paramount Boulevard 
Paramount CA 90723 
Tel: (562) 663‐6850 ‐ Fax: (562) 634‐8216 
 
Orangeline Development Authority – ECO‐RAPID TRANSIT 
www.eco‐rapid.org 
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Eco-Rapid Transit, formally known 
as the Orangeline Development 
Authority, is a joint powers 
authority (JPA). Its Board of 
Directors consists of the following 
public entities and primary 
representatives: 

City of Artesia 
Hon. Ali Sajjad Taj 
Chair of the Board 

 
City of Bell 

Mr. Jesus Casas 
 

City of Bell Gardens 
Hon. Alejandra Cortez 
Secretary of the Board 

 
City of Cerritos 
Hon. Bruce Borrows 

 
City of Cudahy 

Hon. Jose R. Gonzalez 
Vice Chair of the Board 

 
City of Downey 
Hon. Hector Sosa 

 
City of Glendale 

(Vacant) 
 

City of Huntington Park 
Hon. Karina Marcia 

 
City of Maywood 

Ms. Angelina Martinez 
 

City of Paramount 
Hon. Isabel Aguayo 

Treasurer of the Board 
 

City of South Gate 
Hon. Maria Davila 

 
Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena 

Airport Authority 
Hon. Frank Quintero 

 

 

Executive Director 
Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP, CPE 

 
General Counsel 

Matthew T. Summers 
 

Ex-Officio 
Ricardo Reyes 

City Manager Representative 
 

Internal Auditor 
(Vacant) 

 

Connecting its cities via  environmentally effective rapid transit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 2:  
ED letter to M. Kodama and C. Quintero (dated 1/10/2023)  
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Connecting its cities via  environmenta lly effective rapid transit 

 
January 10, 2023 

   
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Michael R. Kodama mkodama@mkplanners.com  
Cristina Quintero mcq@mkplanners.com  
 
Re: Konica Minolta Copy Machine & Spectrum Internet Service 
 
Dear Michael and Cristina: 
 
As Eco-Rapid Transit (“ERT”) undergoes transition from your service to the new management, we have been 
trying to comprehend the proper handoff of the Konica Minolta copy machine (the “copy machine”). After 
consulting with Matthew Summers, ERT’s General Counsel, we are providing this letter outlining our 
approach to address the lease payment and future location for this copy machine without ambiguity. 
 
It is our understanding 1) that the copy machine is currently in your physical possession; 2) that the lease 
agreement for the copy machine is not with ERT, and rather is with Michael R. Kodama Planning Consultants 
— which is your firm. If any of the preceding is incorrect, please provide any, and all, approved board 
actions/reports that clearly authorized you to lease a copy machine under your name yet be reimbursed for 
the ongoing expenses. 
 
ERT is not a party to the lease agreement for the copy machine and does not physically possess the copy 
machine. After evaluating our present and future administrative needs, we have concluded that inheriting an 
old a copy machine is not justified. As such, ERT refuses all transfers of the copy machine lease to its name; 
refuses all physical transfers of the copy machine to its office in the Gateway Cities Council of Governments; 
and refuses all payment for the copy machine. We expect you will handle any remaining matters under your 
lease. 
 
Additionally, I understand you have invoiced ERT for Spectrum Internet service at your home office, 
explaining that the internet is necessary for the use of the copy machine. While we do not plan to seek any 
repayment for all the past payments from ERT to Michael R. Kodama Planning Consultants for the copy 
machine and Spectrum Internet, ERT unequivocally refuses to complete all remaining payment demands for 
invoices billed to you as ERT was not a party to either contract. 
 
We appreciate your effort during the transition and request that all remaining ERT physical and digital 
records be dropped off to the office. I am confident we can work together professionally to manage this 
change. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP, CPE 
Executive Director 
 

 
cc: ERT Board of Directors 

Matthew T. Summers, General Counsel 
Kathryn Morrison, Administrative Services Manager 
Toni Penn, Accounting Manager 
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Attachment 3:  
M. Kodama public comment and follow-up email (dated 1/23/2023) 

http://www.eco-rapid.org/


From: Michael Kodama
To: "Summers Matthew"; Ali Sajjad
Cc: eshen@eco-rapid.org; ataj@cityofartesia.us; Jose R. Gonzalez; Isabel Aguayo; Chris Jeffers; Ricardo Reyes
Subject: Public Comment - January 23, 2023
Date: Monday, January 23, 2023 9:42:42 PM
Attachments: Agree to pay and move to Paramount Dec 2022.pdf

Email M Kodama to E Shen re copier Jn 2023.pdf
ERT Decision Copier 20220110 vF.pdf
Minolta contract 2012.pdf
Minolta contract 2018.pdf

Chair Taj & Mr. Summers,
 
Here is the full text for the record (I shortened it as a courtesy to the Board of Directors). Please
distribute this to the Board of Directors.

Mr. Chair and Members of the Board of Directors,

Thank you very much for this opportunity to speak with you during public comment. I am bringing to
your attention discussions and correspondence related to my photocopier lease for Eco-Rapid Transit.
This expenditure was approved by the Chair in 2012 and again in 2018. The Board of Directors
approved this expenditure as part of the FY 2022-23 budget under both general and project expenses.

I think this is a Board decision to decide if you want to reverse or change an agreement. It was always
about getting the job done as best as possible under difficult circumstances. I paid for many monthly
expenses and then was reimbursed.

For your information, approval was given to move the Konica Minolta photocopier to Gateway Cities
COG. It was understood that the lease was effective until August, 2023 and that we were not able to
terminate the lase without paying fees. Now there is an attempt to back out of the agreement.

At one time, we used the photocopier at Gateway Cities COG, but as you can imagine, we made a lot
of copies for our Board meetings and to prepare reports for projects. In 2012, the decision was made
to lease a copier for our use and since it was housed at my office in Burbank, it was difficult and
impossible to get a lease in the name of Eco-Rapid Transit. So – we put it in my name. You can check
with Karen Heit, Lillian Burkenheim and our long time Board Members for more information.

I think you need to think ahead and be aware that when you go back to regular in-person meetings,
you will need a photocopier or have to go to an office supply place to make copies. We used to print
packages for the Board, staff and public At 75 to 100 pages per board agenda before COVID and at
10 cents per copy you spend more than $400.00 per month (this is why $400 per month made sense).

Think of the cost for printing reports for the TOD Governance Plan and Caltrans Grant. Think of the
printing costs related to outreach in Huntington Park, Artesia, South Gate and other cities in the
corridor. Remember the cost of printing for the 2015 and 2018 Transportation Summit and you can
see why having a printer is cost effective. Remember that the WSAB EIR was over 10,000 pages.

As you are aware, I have already moved to Kansas City – Cristina will be moving in February – so we
would appreciate your immediate help to agendize this item and either direct staff to: 1) continue to
include the cost of the printer and move it to Gateway Cities or 2) work with one of your member
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Cristina Quintero


From: Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP <eshen@eco-rapid.org>
Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2022 3:39 PM
To: 'Cristina Quintero'; 'Kathryn Morrison'
Cc: 'Toni Penn'
Subject: RE: Konica Minolta report


Cristina – I am including Kathryn in the loop. 
 
The copy should be moved to our physical location in Paramount.  
 
The lease document should reflect the agency as the leasee. If a name must be associated with the lease document, 
please transfer it to my name. 
 
For the remaining 8 months of lease, do we have any page cap? Also what is the end of term conditions? What is the 
exact date of lease end in August 2023? 
 
Kathryn – please document these issues and resolve it as soon as you come onboard.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Eric 
 
 
 


Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP, CPE 
Executive Director 
Eco-Rapid Transit 
eshen@eco-rapid.org  
(626) 698-9926 Mobile 
 


From: Cristina Quintero <mcq@mkplanners.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 8, 2022 3:12 PM 
To: Eric C. Shen <eshen@eco‐rapid.org> 
Cc: 'Toni Penn' <tpenn@eco‐rapid.org>; 'Michael R Kodama' <mkodama@eco‐rapid.org> 
Subject: Konica Minolta report 
Importance: High 
 
Eric, today I reviewed contract and had a conversations with Konica Minolta, regarding the pickup machine. I received a 
call from the lease company recently, and machine cannot be returned until August 2023. 
 
The machine were lease for Eco‐Rapid Transit and its under Michael Kodama’s name.  
 
The machine has a complete program to report copies and codes for every single project Eco‐Rapid Transit have. At the 
end of the month that report tell us amount of copies in color and black for each project. Artesia don’t cover expenses 
as miles and/or printer but Caltrans use to  do it as WSAB, EJ, TLU, etc, all invoices we had in the past. 
Those copies are charge to each project at the end of the month, so doesn’t come from General funds only.  
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Please let us know where do you want the machine be moved and second remember the invoice have to continue be 
pay on time. I will include the link, login and password of Konica Minolta for printing invoices. The monthly charges 
include maintenance, an unlimited toner and replacements until August 2023.  
 
Konica Minolta required to moved the machine, anybody else can move it, their policy. I can request to be move on 
beginning of January, please let me know where. I have to inform the company 2 weeks in advance to move the 
machine.  
 
 
Thanks, 


Cristina Quintero 
 


 
 
16401 Paramount Boulevard 
Paramount CA 90723 
Tel: (562) 663‐6850 ‐ Fax: (562) 634‐8216 
 
Orangeline Development Authority – ECO‐RAPID TRANSIT 
www.eco‐rapid.org 
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Cristina Quintero


From: Michael Kodama <mkodama@mkplanners.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2023 5:38 PM
To: eshen@eco-rapid.org; ataj@cityofartesia.us; Jose R. Gonzalez
Cc: vote4quintero@aol.com; kmacias@hpca.gov; mdavila@sogate.org; Chris Jeffers; Bruce Barrows; 


'Kodama, Cristina'; Toni Penn
Subject: Konica Minolta


Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged


Eric, 
 
I see correspondence regarding the photocopy machine. This was approved in September 2012 and payments are in the 
budget. The lease is complete in August 2023. It was easier to have it in my name and Eco‐Rapid Transit pay for the 
machine. Eco‐Rapid Transit should continue to pay for the photo copy machine until the lease is complete in August. If 
you want to terminate the agreement and pick up costs, that is acceptable. Remember the machine will be moved to 
Gateway Cities on Monday. However, under no circumstances should this cost be passed on to me at this time. 
 
If necessary – I will take this to the full Board of Directors. 
 
 
 
Michael R. Kodama 
 
***NEW ADDRESS*** 
 
3213 Mills Avenue 
Glendale CA 91214 
 
911 Main Street, #1314 
Kansas City MO 64105 
 


 
Cell: 818 468‐8593 
 
mkodama@mkplanners.com 
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January 10, 2023 


   
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Michael R. Kodama mkodama@mkplanners.com  
Cristina Quintero mcq@mkplanners.com  
 
Re: Konica Minolta Copy Machine & Spectrum Internet Service 
 
Dear Michael and Cristina: 
 
As Eco-Rapid Transit (“ERT”) undergoes transition from your service to the new management, we have been 
trying to comprehend the proper handoff of the Konica Minolta copy machine (the “copy machine”). After 
consulting with Matthew Summers, ERT’s General Counsel, we are providing this letter outlining our 
approach to address the lease payment and future location for this copy machine without ambiguity. 
 
It is our understanding 1) that the copy machine is currently in your physical possession; 2) that the lease 
agreement for the copy machine is not with ERT, and rather is with Michael R. Kodama Planning Consultants 
— which is your firm. If any of the preceding is incorrect, please provide any, and all, approved board 
actions/reports that clearly authorized you to lease a copy machine under your name yet be reimbursed for 
the ongoing expenses. 
 
ERT is not a party to the lease agreement for the copy machine and does not physically possess the copy 
machine. After evaluating our present and future administrative needs, we have concluded that inheriting an 
old a copy machine is not justified. As such, ERT refuses all transfers of the copy machine lease to its name; 
refuses all physical transfers of the copy machine to its office in the Gateway Cities Council of Governments; 
and refuses all payment for the copy machine. We expect you will handle any remaining matters under your 
lease. 
 
Additionally, I understand you have invoiced ERT for Spectrum Internet service at your home office, 
explaining that the internet is necessary for the use of the copy machine. While we do not plan to seek any 
repayment for all the past payments from ERT to Michael R. Kodama Planning Consultants for the copy 
machine and Spectrum Internet, ERT unequivocally refuses to complete all remaining payment demands for 
invoices billed to you as ERT was not a party to either contract. 
 
We appreciate your effort during the transition and request that all remaining ERT physical and digital 
records be dropped off to the office. I am confident we can work together professionally to manage this 
change. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP, CPE 
Executive Director 
 


 
cc: ERT Board of Directors 


Matthew T. Summers, General Counsel 
Kathryn Morrison, Administrative Services Manager 
Toni Penn, Accounting Manager 
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cities to take over the lease of $400 per month plus moving fees until August 2023.

You can use it to make copies of WSAB documents for distribution to staff and community – this an
eligible expense to your Gateway Cities COG Third Party Administration funds or your Measure R and
Measure M funds – you can charge it to your existing projects; it does not have to come out of your
general funds.

You have always done the right thing. Thank you for letting me take the time to bring this to your
attention. I have copies of documents to submit to you and for inclusion as part of the public record.
Thanks again for your prompt attention to this matter.

As promised, here are copies of key documents for distribution to the Eco-Rapid Transit Board of
Directors. Thank you for asking staff to bring it to you in February for consideration by the full Board
of Directors.
 
 
 
Michael R. Kodama
 
***NEW ADDRESS***
 
3213 Mills Avenue
Glendale CA 91214
 
911 Main Street, #1314
Kansas City MO 64105
 

Cell: 818 468-8593
 
mkodama@mkplanners.com
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Cristina Quintero

From: Michael Kodama <mkodama@mkplanners.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2023 5:38 PM
To: eshen@eco-rapid.org; ataj@cityofartesia.us; Jose R. Gonzalez
Cc: vote4quintero@aol.com; kmacias@hpca.gov; mdavila@sogate.org; Chris Jeffers; Bruce Barrows; 

'Kodama, Cristina'; Toni Penn
Subject: Konica Minolta

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Eric, 
 
I see correspondence regarding the photocopy machine. This was approved in September 2012 and payments are in the 
budget. The lease is complete in August 2023. It was easier to have it in my name and Eco‐Rapid Transit pay for the 
machine. Eco‐Rapid Transit should continue to pay for the photo copy machine until the lease is complete in August. If 
you want to terminate the agreement and pick up costs, that is acceptable. Remember the machine will be moved to 
Gateway Cities on Monday. However, under no circumstances should this cost be passed on to me at this time. 
 
If necessary – I will take this to the full Board of Directors. 
 
 
 
Michael R. Kodama 
 
***NEW ADDRESS*** 
 
3213 Mills Avenue 
Glendale CA 91214 
 
911 Main Street, #1314 
Kansas City MO 64105 
 

 
Cell: 818 468‐8593 
 
mkodama@mkplanners.com 
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AGENDA REPORT 

 
TO:  Members of Eco-Rapid Transit Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Eric C. Shen, Executive Director  
   
DATE:  March 23, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: ITEM 8: New Logo Ideas 
 
Public comments on items on the agenda will be taken at the time the item is called and are 
limited to 3 minutes per speaker 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Review five draft logos and select a preferred design 
 
ISSUES 
 
In conjunction with the new webpage design, a few new logos have been prepared for the 
Board to review, comment, and give direction to staff to proceed. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The “Orange” logo for Orangeline Development Authority first appeared on Board 
reports in 2005.  
 

 
Figure 1: Circa 2005 

Near the end of 2006, a new logo of high speedy Maglev with downtown LA skyline in 
the backdrop began to appear on Board agenda packages: 
 

 
Figure 2: Circa late 2006 

http://www.eco-rapid.org/


                                                                                                   
  

 
16401 Paramount Boulevard ▪ Paramount ▪ California 90723  (562) 663-6850  www.eco-rapid.org 

 

Eco-Rapid Transit, formally known 
as the Orangeline Development 
Authority, is a joint powers 
authority (JPA). Its Board of 
Directors consists of the following 
public entities and primary 
representatives: 

City of Artesia 
Hon. Ali Sajjad Taj 
Chair of the Board 

 
City of Bell 

Mr. Jesus Casas 
 

City of Bell Gardens 
Hon. Alejandra Cortez 
Secretary of the Board 

 
City of Cerritos 
Hon. Bruce Borrows 

 
City of Cudahy 

Hon. Jose R. Gonzalez 
Vice Chair of the Board 

 
City of Downey 
Hon. Hector Sosa 

 
City of Glendale 

(Vacant) 
 

City of Huntington Park 
Hon. Karina Marcia 

 
City of Maywood 

Ms. Angelina Martinez 
 

City of Paramount 
Hon. Isabel Aguayo 

Treasurer of the Board 
 

City of South Gate 
Hon. Maria Davila 

 
Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena 

Airport Authority 
Hon. Frank Quintero 

 

 

Executive Director 
Eric C. Shen, P.E., PTP, CPE 

 
General Counsel 

Matthew T. Summers 
 

Ex-Officio 
Ricardo Reyes 

City Manager Representative 
 

Internal Auditor 
(Vacant) 

 

Connecting its cities via environmentally effective rapid transit 

In August 2010, “Orangeline Development Authority” began to be abbreviated as 
“OLDA” on Board agenda packages: 
 

 
Figure 3: Circa mid-2010 

By March 2013, “Eco-Rapid Transit” began to appear on Board agenda packages: 
 

 
Figure 4: Circa early 2013 

The current logo first appeared on Board agenda package on November 13, 2012:  
 

 
Figure 5: Current logo first appeared in November 2012 

 
As Eco-Rapid Transit evolves, it seems to be the right time to consider a new logo. The 
following fiver versions are intended for the Board to discuss and give direction on its 
preference. If the Board prefers to use the current logo instead, staff will cease further 
revisions to these concepts.  
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Figure 6: Concept 1 
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Figure 7: Concept 2 
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Figure 8: Concept 3 
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Figure 9: Concept 4 
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Figure 10: Concept 5 
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